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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 JIDDA 04028 310842Z 
ACTION SCS-06 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /007 W 

019503 312222Z/70 

R 310525Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2214 

UNCLAS JIDDA 4028 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGSZ: CDES, SA (ROBERTS, THOMAS EDWIN) 

SUB J : DEATH OF THOMAS EDWIN ROBERTS 

REF: STATE 136038 


1 . CONOFF SPOKE WITH DR. FARID HINDIEH AT LOCKHEED CO. WHO 
HAD BEEN ROBERTS BEFORE HIS DEATH. DR. HINDIEH STATED THAT 
DEATH WAS DUE TO AN INFECTION OF THE LUNGS AND ADDED THAT 
ROBERTS DEATH WAS SIMILAR IN SOME RESSPECTS TO ACCOUNTS HE HAS 
READ OF LEGIONNAIRES DISEASE. DOCTOR BELIEVES EMBALMING OF BODY 
WILL MINIMIZE ANY DANGER IF DISEASE WAS CONTAGIOUS. 


2. AUTOPSY IS NOT NORMALY PERFORMED IN SAUDI ARABIA, AUTOPSY 
IS USUALLY RESERVED FOR CASES INVOLVING CRIMINAL CAUSE OF 
DEATH AND EVEN THEN MUST BE APPROVED BY PRINCE OF MECCA. 
UNDOUBTEDLY, HOSPITAL IN US WOULD BE BETTER EQUIPPED TO PERFORM 
AUTOPSY IF NECESSARY. DR. ABDUL-RAHMAN DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL 
HOSPITAL WHERE BODY PRESENTLY LOCATED, STATES NO AUTOPSY WILL BE 
PERFORMED WITHOUT A MOTION FROM POLICE. 


3. ARRANGEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN COMPLETED FOR SHIPMENT 
OF REMAINS SINCE ONLY MORTICIAN AVAILABLE HAS BACKLOG 
OF CASES. HE HAS BEEN ADVISED THAT AUTOPSY MAY BE 
PERFORMED IN US. 


4. POST WILL INFORME DEPT. AND US FUNERAL HOME OF 
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SHIPPING DETAILS AS SOON AS THEY ARE KNOWN. 
WEST 
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